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"IT IS NOT THE PLOT," said  Edward 
Weeks about Plum’s s to r ie s , "but 
the blythe s p ir it  o f the t e l l in g ." 
H ow ever..."I think of P. 0. Wode- 

house (a s ) . , . t h e  only man who can w rite the same story over and over aga in ...and  yet 
at each w riting make i t  funnier and more appetizing than i t  was be fo re ," so wrote Irvin  
S. Cobb. "Heaven grant that P. 0. never changes the p lo t !"  # # #

THE FIRST Annual Gathering of The Wodehouse Society was convened on 16 July, 
1982, WCY (au th orities  on the subject agree that WCY may be used u n til October 15th, 
after which WCY + 1, 2, 3. e tc . ,  w i l l  ap p ly ). A constitution of broad, l ib e ra l scope 
was approved by the gatherers and w i l l  be submitted to the f u l l  membership with the 
September mailing o f PLUM LINES. The agenda concerned general p o lic ie s , with which a l l  
were in agreement, and the meeting ended on a high optim istic note. While only
eight members attended the session at Delaware Valley Co llege, the DINNER AT MISSY'S 
INN was celebrated by a multitude o f 13 members and three guests. Excellent chow. 
Whatever our gathering may have lacked in  numbers i t  compensated fo r  in co rd ia lity , 
lady Ethel sent a le t te r  o f greeting , which was read to the assembly. Louise C o llin s , 
TWS, who had interviewed OM on WBUX several months ago, read Isaac Asimov's foreword 
to Wodehouse on Crime with verve and consummate s k i l l .  David A, Jasen contributed a 
fine talk on Plum's l i f e  and career, very w e ll received . Paul Taylor, WNPV, gave a 
dynamic reading o f "Goodbye to a l l  C a ts ," a h ila riou s  PGW story , ab ly  assisted  by Audrei 
Ewart, our Delaware Valley  Chapter president (who had partic ipated  nobly in  planning 
the Gathering). A greeting card fo r  lady Ethel was selected and signed by the assem
bly, and i t  was voted unanimously that flowers should a lso  be sent. A l l  agreed that i t  
had been a successfu l meeting and dinner. # # #

The late George Moore (1852-1933) opined that "The world is naught but our
selves." This, too, was Plum's great message, missed by so many of his c rit ic s : That 
we are like the charpters in his stories. Pauline Blanc, TWS, founder and active mem
ber of our San Francisco Chapter, never one to mince words, has put it  pointedly: They 
are us. What more thought-provoking message can any author hand us on a s ilv e r  platter- 
garnished with epigrams than to remind us that w£ do these zany, irrational things, and 
that in laughing at Bertie, Honoria, Algy, et a l . ,  we are in fact laughing at our
selves? ###

WE RECENTLY RELATED (15 Mar) that two intrepid  g o l fe r s ,  inspired by Plum's 
short story, "The Long Hole ,"  had teejuoff f o r  the th ird consecutive year at the third 
hole of the Lower Nine a t the Farmington Country Club, th e ir  target being a Jefferson 
Cup ( f i l l e d  with tissue re s to re r )  sunk in the lawn at the University  o f V irg in ia , a- 
bout four or f i v e  miles d is tan t. R ightly  convinced that that which is worth doing is 
worth doing again and again, these super-golfers w i l l  play the FOURTH Annual P. C. Wode
house Open o l f  C lassic , t e e in g -o f f  a t  11:00 a.m., 8 August, 1982, WCY. True, l i t t l e  
time is l e f t  to make your arrangements, but i f  you c a l l  Lem Marshall, TWO, at (804) 
977-0303. or Tom Markunis a t  (212) 679-2195. you w i l l  be given f u l l  information. Jpec- 
tating should be good, clean, wholesome fun. We are to ld that the contents o f the J e f 
ferson Cup must be quaffed by The Wirner, w h ile .. ."The Loser w i l l  be required to stand 
about awkwardly while The Winner receives the warm congratulations o f the g a l le r y . "

One o f our primary ob jec t iv e s , the encouraging o f young readers to enjoy 
Plum's s to r ie s , is  being rea liz e d . Two o f our members are high school students, while 
five are co llege  students. True, they were probably reading Plum before they .-over'Loaxld 
of TWL, but we can exaggerate and brag just a smidgin, can 't we?
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Book notes; -  Richard Usborne, TWS, comes along with A Wodehouse Companion, 
a very nice, though thinnish, volume. I t  is  the only book OM has seen which contains 
narrative resumes o f Plum's s to r ie s , an excellent featu re . I t  may be ordered from Hamil
ton Hamish, L td ., 90 Great Russell Street, London WClB 3PT, UK, a t  12.50 pounds (w ell, i f  
you are a serious PGW co llecto r , i t ' s  worth i t ) .  U.S, and Canadian members might prefer 
to order i t  from David and Charles, Box 578, North Porafret, VT, 05053. a t  a s ligh tly  high
er p rice . lady Frances Donaldson's P, G. Wodehouse. a Biography. Knopf, NY, $18.50,
was published in June, and your frien d ly  bookseller can order i t  fo r  you. A handsome vol
ume, as b e fits  a Knopf product, i t  contains some new m aterial. However, 0M found the 
chapters on Plum's WWII internment drawn out and, on the whole, depressing. A fter a l l ,  
Plum was competely cleared o f complicity by B ritish  M ilitary  In te lligence  righ t a fte r  V-E 
Day, and eventually knighted; surely exculpation enough. I t  i s ,  nevertheless, a must 
fo r  the PGW admirer, co llecto r , and researcher because of the add itiona l source material, 
and because i t  was lovingly  written by a close family frien d . Plum's music
theater career is  often overlooked, even by those aficionados wo read and co llect his 
books. The Theatre o f P, G, Wodehouse, Batsford, London, 1979t is  a handsome volume by 
David A. Jasen, TVS, which is  a d e ligh tfu l account of th is phase o f Plum's career. Re
plete with p la y b il ls ,  contemporary photographs, casts, dates and data, with fascinating  
comment sprinkled about jud ic iously . Did you know, fo r  example, that Douglas Fairbanks, 
S r . , had his f i r s t  leading ro le  in 1911 in a Wodehouse play, "A Gentleman o f Leisure?"
You might as w e ll ask Barry Phelps to pick th is  up fo r  you, add his pound o f flesh  for  
acting as your agent, and send i t  along. I f  you are lucky, h e 'l l  send his booklist with 
i t .  For an enjoyable evening at home, read this while Dave's record, "The Theatre Lyrics 
o f P. G. Wodehouse," Folkways RFS 601 tink les merrily away in the background.

I f  you read Ann Wood's essay, "Where is  Blandings Castle?" in Jimmy Heine- 
nan's P, G. Wodehouse -  a Centenary Celebration - 1881-1981. you w i l l  be p a rt ia lly  pre
pared fo r  Colonel N. T. P. Murphy's In Search o f B landings, Carshalton, 1981. Send the 
equivalent o f 5-50 pounds, plus l ib e r a l  postage, to Col. N. T. P. Murphy, TWS, 193 Ban- 
stead Road, Carshalton, Surrey, UK, and you get back this meaty book Is  i t  a paperback 
or a softback? You can 't get i t  anywhere e lse , and i t ’s a c o lle c to r 's  item fo r  sure.
I f  you are interested in Plum's characters, and possible r e a l - l i f e  models fo r  them, as 
w e ll as the sta te ly  homes many of them occupied or v is ite d , you w i l l  find  th is absorb
ing. 0M renders the good colonel a snappy right-hand sa lu te fo r  h is superb libeaa-yy -de
tective  work, and fo r  seeming to thoroughly enjoy doing i t .

WARNING: LAUGHTER IS HABIT-FORMING

The Oldest Member


