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"Wodehouse  ( p r o n o u n c e d  Woodhouse)  can be 
compar ed  to  no o t h e r  n o v e l i s t , l i v i n g  or  d e a d .  Hi s  
l i t e r a r y  a n c e s t o r ,  i n s t e a d ,  i s  t h e  Roman d r a m a t i s t ,  
P l a u t u s  and,  l i k e  P l a u t u s ,  he  i s  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  
a t h o u s a n d  c o m i c a l l y  c r o s s e d  c o n n e c t i o n s . "  Ge r a l d  
C l a r k e ,  1971.

WE PROUDLY ANNOUNCE t h a t  R i c h a r d  U s b o r n e ,  TWS, h a s  
a c c e p t e d  t h e  H o n o r a r y  P r e s i d e n c y  w h i c h  was  o f f e r e d  t o  h im by u n a n i m o u s  
v o t e  a t  o u r  S an  F r a n c i s c o  C o n v e n t i o n .  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  Mr.  U s b o r n e  
a n d  o u r  tw o p r e s i d e n t s - e m e r i  t u s , D r .  R o b e r t  A. H a l l ,  J r . ,  a n d  M rs .  
F l o r e n c e  C u n n i n g h a m ,  w i l l  c o n s e n t  t o  a c t  t o g e t h e r  a s  an  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  
t o  g u i d e  u s  i n  f u t u r e  p o l i c y  m a t t e r s .  I I I I

................................................. W r i t t e n  h u r r i e d l y  a n d  w i t h o u t  n o t e s ,  our  "Eye-Witness
Account" o f  our  San F ran c i sc o  Convent ion s t a t e d  . . .  e r ro n eo u s ly  . . .  t h a t  no Jeeves  
was noted  among t h e  costumed members and g u e s t s .  WRONG! This t o t a l l y  over looked 
t h e  e x c e l l e n t  p o r t r a y a l  o f  J eev es  by Bryan Hemming, TWS. B e r t i e  once s a i d  of 
J ee v es ,  "One o f  t h e  rummy t h i n g s  about  J eev es  i s  t h a t ,  u n l e s s  you watch l i k e  a hawk, 
you ve ry  seldom s ee  him come i n t o  a room. He 's  l i k e  one o f  th ose  weird b i r d s  in  
I n d i a  who d i s s o l v e  themselves  i n t o  t h i n  a i r  and n ip  through  space  i n  a  s o r t  of  
disembodied way and assemble t h e  p a r t s  ag a in ,  j u s t  where you want them." So, 
ev e ry th in g  co n s id e r ed ,  perhaps  our  ey e -w i tn e s s  may be f o r g i v e n . . .  | | | |

E F F E C T I V E  1 J A N U A R Y  1988, the editorship of P L U M  L I N E S  will be assumed 
by Edward Ratcliffe, 420 Covellite Lane, Livermore, C A  94550 (capably
ASSISTED BY HELEN Ra TCLIFFE, OF COURSE). ALL DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
WILL BE PAYABLE (iN U.S. FUNDS) TO ÏHE WQDEHOUSE SOCIETY AND SENT TO
Mrs. Randy Kilgore, 2 9 8 1  64th St., Sacramento, C A  9 5 8 1 7 .  Mrs. Nancie 
Burkett, 2 3 1  Avon Road, Haverford, P A  1 9 0 4 1 ,  will continue to provide
COMPUTERIZED ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT, AS SHE HAS DONE FOR THE PAST TWO 
OR THREE YEARS. INI

............................................... . .WHO'S MHO in WDEHOUSE, Daniel Garrison [TWS], Peter  Lang,
NY 1987, 8vo decorated hard cover,  217 pp; @ $32.00 (U.S. ) ,  may be ordered from 
Charles E. Gould, J r . ,  Kent School,  Kent,  CT 06757 o r  Peter  Lang, 62 YJ. 45th S t . ,  
New York, NY 10036. And a f i n e  e d i t i o n  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  s e r i o u s  PGYii 
c o l l e c t o r  o r  f o r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  PGW a p p r e c i a t o r  OR f o r  t h e  c o n f i r m e d  
r e a d e r .  I t  i s  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c a t a l o g  o f  a l l t h e  w o n d e r f u l  W'odehouse  
c h a r a c t e r s . . . . b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  o u r  c u r r e n t  s u p p l e m e n t .  INI

................................................AT OUR SAN FRANCISCO CONVENTION OM was p r e s e n t e d
w i t h  a r a r e  a n t i q u e  g o l f  c l u b  ( s i n c e  h e  h a s  l o n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  h i m s e l f  
a s  "The  O l d e s t  M e m b e r , "  a r e t i r e d  g o l f e r ) .  I t  i s  a  No.  5 i r o n  o r
m a s h i e ,  b e a r i n g  a N i c o l l ' s  W i z a r d  t r a d e m a r k ,  h a n d - f o r g e d  i n  L e v e n ,  
S c o t l a n d  ( o n l y  a s h o r t  d r i v e  f r o m  S t .  A n d r e w s ) .  A c l e a n  w o o d en  s h a f t  
a n d  s p i r a l - w r a p p e d  l e a t h e r  g r i p  f u r t h e r  a t t e s t  t o  i t s  a n t i q u i t y .  
V i n t a g e  1 8 9 0 - 1 9 1 0 .  OM c h e r i s h e s  i t ,  an d  i t  s h a l l  b e  a p r i z e d  t r o p h y
on h i s  s t u d y  w a l l .  I II I
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........................ROB KOOY, TWS, our  European C o r r e s p o n d e n t  and
e d i t o r / p u b l  i s h e r  o f  " N o t h i n g  S e r i o u s , "  t he  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t he  P. G. 
Wodehouse S o c i e t y  ( N e t h e r l a n d s ) , a d v i s e s  t h a t  around t w e n t y  PGWS 
members  w i l l  t r a v e l  to London t h i s  mont h  to a t t e n d  Edward D u k e ' s  
" J e e v e s  Takes  C h a r g e , "  now p l a y i n g  t h e r e .  They  a l s o  hope to have  Lt  . 
Col .  Norman Murphy show them around W o d e h o u s e ' s  London.  | | | |

MAYOR FEINS TE IN 'S  PROCLAMATION m ak in g  A u g u s t  1 5 t h ,  1 9 8 7 ,  " P .  G.
Wod ehouse  Day i n  San  F r a n c i s c o , "  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  E n g l a n d  w h e r e  i t
w i l l  b e  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  Wodeho use  C o r n e r  o f  t h e  P .  G .  Wodehouse  
L i b r a r y ,  D u l w i c h  C o l l e g e ,  L o n d o n .  I I  I I
........................ CATALOGS RECEIVED: P .  G. Wodehouse  1 0 6 t h  B i r t h d a y
C a t a l o g u e , O c t o b e r  1 5 t h ,  1 9 8 7 :  C h a r l e s  E.  G o u l d ,  J r . ,  TWS, K e n t
S c h o o l ,  K e n t ,  CT 0 6 7 5 7 . . 2 0 3 / 9 2 7 - 3 0 1 7 .  A l l  PGW i t e m s .  C a t a l o g u e  # 7 , , 
No vember  1 9 8 7 :  B e r t i e  B o o k s ,  P . 0 .  Box 8 8 7 4 ,  L o w e l l ,  MA 0 1 8 5 3 .  A l l
PGW i t e m s . I I I I

NEW M E M B E R S :

it

M/M James J .  Campbel l  ( De lma) ,  6852 Chambers D r . ,  Oak l and ,  CA 94611
Mrs.  M. R. Cooke,  1233 C a l i f o r n i a  S t . ,  Apt  306,  San F r a n c i s c o ,  CA

Q4 1 noMrs.  C. Godbold ,  73 Sherwood Pk. Ave. ,  Sidcup, Kent DA15 9HU UK
Ms. Joan R. K e l l e r ,  515 42d Ave. ,  San Francisco, CA 94121
Dr/Mrs  T i mo t h y  L i g h t  ( J o y ) ,  1420 Academy S t . ,  Kalamazoo, MI 49007
Jerome Na l ewi  j k , 2454 Broadbridge Ave. ,  S t rat ford,  CT 06497
Ms. D o l o r e s  M. R o b i n s o n ,  808 Post S t . ,  #925, San Francisco,  CA 94109
C y n t h i a  S t e  i n b r e d e r  (Mrs.  Har r y  S . ) ,  931 Mine Hi l l  Rd. , Fa i r f i e l d ,  CT 0643 0

Mr/Mrs Thomas Wa i n w r i g h t  ( B e t h ) ,  220 Grover Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
Ms. Gre t c h e n  Worden,  771 N. Taylor S t . ,  Phi ladelphia,  PA 19130

CHANGES OF ADDRESS:

Sue Becker/Steve Garrett,120 Perth Ave . ,  #611, Toronto, ON M6P 3X3
Fr . J ames A Carruth, The Presbytery, Wheal Leisure Rd . ,  Perranporth, Cornwall

TR6 OEZ ,  UK
Mr s . Anita Avery, 5820 #21 Cedarbrook, Baltimore, MD 21256 
Ms.  Susan B. Stanton, 805 Warren Ave . ,  #206, Seattle, WA 98109 
-----------------------------# -----------------------------

The Oldest Member

P . S .  We are  l e a v i n g  you in good h a n d s . . . .  Mary and B i l l
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Dc. D a n i e l  G a r r i s o n /  TWS/ a u t h o r  o f  Who' s  Who i n  W o d e h o u se / w r o t e  
t h i s  e s s a y /  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t  P lu m ...........

MIDWESTERNERS IN P.G. WODEHOUSE

Though he is most of all a comedian of 
people who moved in small circles, Wodehouse 
delighted in characters who had at one time or 
another swum into the life of New York or 
London out of little places far away. The chaotic 
social mobility of America was for him the stuff 
of great comedy: millionaires like Bradbury 
Fisher who graduate from federal penitentiaries 
as English earls graduate from St Austin’s or 
Oxford, prize fighters like Mugsy Steptoe who 
now must learn to live like English gentlemen, 
and Canadian provincials like Joe Rendal who 
make it big in the New York stock market. 
Because his personal strides were so long— 
London, New York, Hollywood—Wodehouse 
himself knew nothing about the midwest except 
what he saw in print and out the train window 
on his way to Hollywood, but his love of 
gangsters made him think of Chicago when he 
created Chimp Twist, Charlie Yost, and the 
bootlegger Ed Murgatroyd. Its fabled toughness 
is invoked early in a goalkeeper’s American 
mother, Lady Tresillian: "There are few things 
more horrible than a Chicago voice raised in 
excitement or anguish." Chicago’s less famous 
good-naturedness is reflected in Horace Jevons, 
the genial Chicago millionaire who employs 
Rupert, The Efficient Baxter prior to the action 
of "Crime Wave at Blandings." It is in this story, 
you will remember, that Baxter is repeatedly shot 
with young George Threepwood’s air gun—a 
gentler fate than would surely have been his lot 
if he had followed Jevons to Chicago.

As a New York theatre man, Plum knew the 
Midwest was a steady source of pretty girls like 
Billie Dore, Sandy Miller, and Spectatia Huskis- 
son who had come to the city in search of 
excitement, fame, and fortune, and of actors like 
the amnesiac Sausage Chappie in Indiscretions of 
Archie, who started his life in Springfield, Ohio. 
He also knew that it was a source of writers 
like Cole Porter, who went to Yale and thence 
to Broadway from a small town in Indiana. James 
Renshaw Boyd is a New York playwright in 
"Black for Luck" (1915) whose father is a

Chicago meatpacker, creator of Boyd’s Premier 
Breakfast Sausage and Boyd’s Excelsior Home- 
Cured Ham. Other midwestern authors write 
romantic potboilers such as Sweets o f Sin, by 
Cora McGuffy Spottsworth ("Spottsworth for 
Blushes") and A Society Thug by Nesta Ford, 
mother of the pestilential brat Ogden Ford.

Wodehouse’s midwesterners usually Make 
Good. J. Russell Clutterbuck, the eccentric 
publisher from Niles, Michigan (an unbearably 
dreary town a few miles from where my own 
father grew up), now publishes The Book 
Beautiful. J.G. Anderson owns a hotel in 
Bessemer, Ohio and a resort in Maine. Rosalinda 
Banks Bessemer Spottsworth owns homes in 
Pasadena, Carmel, New York, Florida, Maine, 
and Oregon, but she comes from a dismal little 
town in southern Ohio called Chillicothe, the 
same backwater that (seventeen years earlier) 
miraculously produced young Joey Cooley, who 
makes it in Hollywood as a child film idol (and 
hates it). In Big Money (1931), T. Paterson 
Frisby went west from Carcassone, Illinois to 
create the Horned Toad Copper Corp., Inc. 
before settling down in Grosvernor House in 
London. Isabel Rockmetteller is an early Illinois 
variant of the Aunts who drive their nephews 
.to frenzied activity in "The Aunt and the Sb’*- 
gard."

Outside New York and Hollywood, America 
was a wilderness to Wodehouse. Isabel Rockmet- 
teller’s nephew Rockmetteler Todd lives "all 
alone in the wilds of Long Island," a wasteland 
that Wodehouse was to live long enough' to see 
so well conquered by civilization that hé dared 
to take up residence there after the war. But 
somewhere a few miles west of Long Island lay 
the Great American Desert, or Forest, or 
something best left undisturbed. Plum’s idea of 
Michigan, a thoroughly settled dairy state in 
the American Rust Belt, suggests a howling 
desert somewhere west of Arizona. Spectatia 
Huskisson, for example, comes from a pastoral 
paradise called Snake Bite (the only snakes I 
ever saw in Michigan, where I was raised and
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spent plenty of time close to the ground, were 
harmless garter snakes). Spectatia, who now 
makes her living singing in a New York res
taurant, has "the musical diction of one trained 
to call the cattle home in the teeth of Western 
hurricanes."

When midwesterners aren’t developing their 
lungs calling in livestock across the endless 
prairie (in this connection let us not forget 
James Belford, who learned hog-calling on a farm 
in Nebraska and was rewarded with Lord Ems- 
worth’s undying friendship and the hand of his 
niece Angela), they are in the ruck of heavy 
industry somewhere out there. J.G. Anderson 
comes from Bessemer, Ohio; Polly Weatherby 
from Carbondale, Illinois, and Nesta Ford from 
Mechanicsville (Plum got it wrong: it’s Mech- 
anicsburg). And notwithstanding their names, 
none of these towns are in fact industrial.

No one will accuse Wodehouse of being 
sentimental about the Midwest. He saw it 
steadily, he saw it whole, and he never got off 
the train.

* * * * * * * * * *

J.G. Anderson, owner of the Hotel Washington in 
Bessemer, Ohio and the Lakeside Inn near 
Skeewassett, Maine; sometime employer of 
Barmy Fotheringay-Phipps in Barmy in 
Wonderland (1952, = Angel Cake).

James Renshaw Boyd, New York playwright from 
Chicago in 15BL, son of Boyd’s Premier 
Breakfast-Sausage and Boyd’s Excelsior 
Home-Cured Ham.

J. Russell Clutterbuck, Oswald Stoker’s eccentric 
American publisher in "The Right Approach" 
(1947), partner in Clutterbuck & Winch, 
publishers of the book beautiful. Owner of 
a summer home in Bensonburg, L.I. in 
French Leave (1956), and a customer of the 
Trents* honey business who is displeased 
with the price he is charged for honey. His 
home town is Niles, Michigan. Thrice 
married, he bulges opulently in all direc
tions; his round face, round eyes, and round 
spectacles give him the look of an owl

which has done itself too well on field 
mice. Publishes Jefferson Auguste’s novel.

Joey Cooley, child film star, mutinous Idol of 
American Motherhood in Laughing Gas 
(1936), comes from Chillicothe, Ohio; Little 
Lord Fauntleroy type complete with curls.

Billie Dore, one of the chorus of George
Bevan’s musical comedy Follow the Girl, 
playing at the Regal in A Damsel in
Distress (1919). Daughter of an Indiana
nursery gardener, marries Lord Marsh-
moreton.

Mrs. Elmer Ford, sometimes-divorced wife of 
the New York merchant prince, named 
Ruth in "The Eighteen-Carat Kid" (1913), 
Nesta in The Little Nugget (1913) and in 
Piccadilly Jim (1917), where she is two 
years married to Peter Pett, Elmer Ford 
having perished suddenly of an apoplectic 
seizure. A tall, formidably handsome 
woman, originally from Mechanicsville, 
Illinois, more recently from New York and 
smothered in furs. Author of sensational 
fiction, e.g. A Society Thug. The type of 
woman whom small, diffident men seem to 
marry instinctively, as unable to help 
themselves as cockleshell boats sucked into 
a maelstrom. Protective mother of Ogden; 
aunt of Willie Partridge in Piccadilly Jim. 
Her sister Eugenia is Mrs. Bingley Crocker 
in the same novel.

T. (for Torquil) Paterson Frisby, brothe:
Josephine Moon and employer of Berry 
Conway in Big Money (1931). Comes from 
Carcassone, Illinois, now resident at 
Grosvernor House, London. Dyspeptic 
president of Horned Toad Copper Corp.
Inc. A little man, looks as if was made 

of some leathern materials and then 
pickled.

Spectatia Huskisson, aspiring singer from Snake 
Bite, Michigan in "Mother’s Knee" (Indis
cretions o f Archie, 1921). Tall, blonde, 
constructed on substantial lines, with the 
musical diction of one trained to call the 
cattle home in the teeth of Western hur
ricanes.
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Alexandra or Sandy Miller grew up in a small 
Illinois town and was put through secre
tarial college by her rich uncle Alexander. 
Small, pretty, vivacious secretary to Monty 
Bodkin at Llewellyn City at the beginning 
of Pearls, Girls, and Monty Bodkin (1972), 
takes job as secretary to Grayce Llewellyn 
and becomes engaged to Bodkin. Friend of 
Ivor Llewellyn in Bachelors Anonymous 
(1973).

Ed. Murgatroyd, Chicago bootlegger, is engaged 
to Genevieve Bootle in 33CA.

Isabel Rockmetteller, title character of "The 
Aunt and the Sluggard" (1916), aunt of 
Rockmetteller Todd; a large, solid, moneyed 
female from Illinois.

John, the Sausage Chappie in "Archie and the 
Sausage Chappie" (Indiscretions o f Archie, 
1921), is an amnesiac war veteran who gave 
Archie Moffam a bit of sausage outside 
St. Mihiel during the War. Remembers he 
was born in Springfield, Ohio, and was an 
actor before the war.

Cora McGuffy Spottsworth, dark, subtle, exotic 
snake with hips, has large, dark, and 
lustrous eyes like those of some inscrutable 
priestess of a strange old religion. A widow 
from Illinois, author of Furnace o f Sin. 
Publisher’s slogan is "Spottsworth For 
Blushes.” A fine golfer, competes against 
Agnes Flack in the Women’s Singles in 
"Feet of Clay" (1950, ="A Slightly Broken 
Romance"). A woman of socialist views, 
attracts the amorous attention of Sydney 
McMurdo.

Rosalinda Banks Bessemer Spottsworth, rich 
American widow in Ring for Jeeves (1953). 
Born Rosalinda Banks of Chillicothe, Ohio, 
her first husband was Clifton Bessemer, the 
Pulp Paper Magnate, who died in a head-on 
collision with a beer truck; her second was 
Alexis B. Spottsworth, sportsman and 
big-game hunter, killed by a wounded 
lion. Recent devotee of psychic research, a 
Rotationist with homes in Pasadena, Carmel, 
New York, Florida, Maine, and Oregon. Buys 
Towcester Abbey to move it to California

stone by stone. Owns a Peke named 
Pomona and the undying love of Captain 
Brabazon-Biggar.

Lady Tresillian, wife of the Earl of Runnymede, 
mother of Clarence and Lord Staines, 
daughter of a Chicago millionaire named 
Trotter in "The Goal-Keeper and the 
Plutocrat" (1912). There are few things 
more horrible than a Chicago voice raised 
in excitement or anguish.

Alexander "Chimp" Twist, unsuccessful crook, 
alias private investigator J. Sheringham 
Adair (Tilbury Detective Agency) with an 
office opposite Lord Tilbury’s in Sam the 
Sudden (1925, =Sam in the Suburbs). In 
Money for Nothing (1928) he is Dr. Alex
ander Twist, proprietor of Healthward Ho, 
Worcestershire, dedicated to the recondi
tioning of overfed gentry. Again posing 
as J. Sheringham Adair and headquartered 
at the Halsey Buildings, Mayfair, in Money 
in the Bank (1942), Ice in the Bedroom 
(1961), and in Pearls, Girls, and Monty 
Bodkin (1972, =The Plot that Thickened), 
where Grayce Llewellyn hires him to look 
after her pearls and Pop Llewellyn’s 
diet. A small, weedy man with a waxed 
moustache and the face of an untrust
worthy monkey. Formerly a Chicagoan, 
now frequently associated with Soapy and 
Dolly Molloy in schemes which involve 
burglary and end unprofitably for all 
three.

Pauline or Polly, Countess of Wetherby, née 
Pauline Davis of Carbondale, Illinois, 
former chorus girl married to Algie 
Wetherby in Uneasy Money (1916). Earns 
her living performing barefoot "Greek" 
dances at Reigenheimer’s on 42nd Street. 
Friend of Claire Fenwick.

Charlie Yost, Chicago gunman in England, 
former associate of Horace Appleby in Do 
Butlers Burgle Banks? (1968).
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Honorary Mention

James Bartholomew Belford, son of Old Belford 
the parson, worked on a farm in Nebraska 
where he learned the art of hog-calling 
from Fred Patzel, hog-calling champion of 
the Western States. Angela’s fiancé in "Pig- 
Hoo-o-o-o-ey!" (1927).

Buck Macginnis, a short, tough, clean-shaven 
American gangster with a broken nose, first 
tried to kidnap Ogden Ford in Chicago in 
1907. He succeeds (with the aid of Smooth 
Sam Fisher) in 13EC and LN13.

Sally Painter, daughter of an impecunious artist 
named George Painter, sister of Otis. A 
sculptress with a little bit of money left 
her by an aunt in Kansas City; lives in 
Budge Street, Chelsea. In love with Pongo 
Twistleton in Uncle Dynamite (1948).

Jane Pillenger, private secretary and typist to 
Mr. Meggs in "A Sea of Troubles" (1914). A 
wary spinster of austere views, uncertain 
age, and a deep-rooted suspicion of 
men. Formerly secretary to an Indiana 
novelist.

Rockmetteller "Rocky" Todd, sluggard poet in 
"The Aunt and the Sluggard" (1916), 
nephew, namesake, and dependent of Isabel 
Rockmetteller of Illinois; in "Jeeves and the 
Unbidden Guest" (1916) he is a friend of 
Bertie’s who lives all alone in the wilds of 
Long Island.

Daniel H. Garrison 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois
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PLUM LINES

A P r e s i d e n t i a l  Word o r  Two:

Dear Merribers o f  The VJodehou.se Society:
P. G. Wodehouse could have wr i t t en the scr ip t  for  the good 

time we enjoyed at the 4th International  Convention of  The Wodehouse 
Socie ty  in the Canterbury Hotel in San Francisco, August 14, 15, and 
16, 1987.

From the moment we walked through the open door into the 
Lawson's hotel  su i t e  where laughter and conversat ion abounded, we 
f e l t  at  horrie, r ight  in our element.  The San Francisco Wodehouse 
Chapter had. t hought ful l y  provided for  thi s  get-acquainted time on 
Friday evening- We d i dn ' t  meet a stranger.

Our love and admiration o f  VJodehouse broke al l  barriers .  We 
talked o f  h i s  books, hi s  characters,  hi s  l yr i cs ,  hi s  plays,  as i f  we 
were old f r i ends  Mho hadn' t  seen one another f or  a long time and 
were taking up the threads of  conversat ion from the last  time we 
were together.  This ease and happy atmosphere permeated the 
convention for  al l  three days.

I want to thank those individuals  Mho took time from busy 
schedules to wr i te  l e t t e r s  f or  thi s  convention.  Ann Smith wrote 
concerning the VJodehouse property in Remsenburg Mhich is being  
renovated and the Mhole complexion of  the home and property changed. 
Some of  use were interested in seeing to the preservat ion o f  that  
property as a National Landmark. With thi s  information i t  now seems 
f r u i t l e s s  f or  us to pursue this  idea. Thank you to those who 
expressed opinions on thi s  subject .

James Heineman wrote a f i ne  l e t t e r  on the progress o f  hi s  
Wodehouse Bibliography,  Mhich Carl Wells read at the banquet 
Saturday evening.  This book, o f  interest  to al l  o f  us, wi l l  be o f f  
the press in the near future.

Margaret Slythe,  l ibrarian for  the P. G. Wodehouse Library at 
Dulwich College,  wrote a descr ipt ion of  the transformation of  the 
Dulwich College Library into the P. G. Wodehouse Library in 1981. 
She also sparked us al l  wi th the idea of  a Wodehouse meeting, in 
Dulwich. The idea took o f f  l i ke  wi l d f i re .  Some said,  "Four years  
from now. . . "  A motion may have been made to thi s  e f f e c t .  Then 
others said,  "Four years is too long a time to w a i t . "  Some have 
said,  "Could i t  be a tour?" To s e t t l e  al l  t hi s ,  of  course,  what 
does a b r i l l i a n t  mind do but appoint a committee to s e t t l e  i t  a l l .  
To plan thi s  adventure are Beth Wainwri g h t , Ed and Helen Ratel i f f e ,  
Andy Mil ler ,  Phil Ayres,  Jan Kaufman, and Jeremy Thompson. I f  I 
have omit ted someone, or added a name in error,  please l et  me know.

Honors were bestowed at this  convention.  Mary and Bi l l  Blood 
were given honorary memberships. Except for  them, we would not 
e x i s t  as an organizat ion.  Richard Usborne was asked to be Honorary 
President  o f  the Internat ional  Wodehouse Society.  In today' s mail 
is hi s  acceptance.  I t  reads:
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"You o f f e r  me but ter  in a lordly di sh.  Of course I 
accept the great  honor o f  being Honorary President  of  
the Internat ional  Wodehouse Society.  I f  I survive t i l l  
the next  issue of  Who's Who, I shall  see that thi s  t i t l e  
is included.  Tell  Bi l l  Blood that he can count on me to 
stand in f or  him i f  he goes o f f  on hol iday from time to 
t ime . "

The considerat ion f or  a memorial plaque to be placed in the 
Poet ' s  Corner in Westminster Abbey is coming up thi s  month before  
the Dean of  the Abbey. We talked about him at  our convention.  On 
September 1s t .  I wrote a l e t t e r  to The Very Reverend The Dean in 
behal f  o f  our two hundred and f i f t y  members, once again adding our 
request  and support o f  t hi s  act ion.

To be p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t he  p a s t  
two y e a r s  has  been  a j o y .  Per haps  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  each  o f  
vou p o s s e s s e s  t h a t  mos t  e l e g a n t  o f  t r a i t s ,  a s e n s e  of  
humor;  t hus  ma k i n g  a n y t h i n g  r e s e m b l i n g  work  pure
p i e a s u r e .

T h a n k f u l l y  y o u r s ,

We w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  i n d e e d  t o  
hav e  F l o r e n c e  a s  o u r  p r e s i 
d e n t  e v e n  f o r  s u c h  a s h o r t

t i m e .  She  r a d i a t e s -  -  jp Q £ •

s o n a l i t y ,  i d e a s ,  c h e e r ,  an d  
good  h u m o r .  L.  Lawson s a i d *  

"The w h o l e  room l i g h t e d  up
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THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE WODEHOUSE SOCIETY

--  A --
PROCLAMATION

From The
Of f i c e  of the Mayor 

of
San F r a n ci s c o

WHEREAS
t he  20 t h  Ce n t u r y  has heen e n t e r t a i n e d  and 
e n r i c h e d  by t he  p l e a s u r a b l e  g i f t s  and r a r e  humor  
o f  P. G. Wodehouse in h i s  numerous w r i t i n g s ;  and

WHEREAS
t he  w r i t i n g s  o f  P. G. Wodehouse e x t o l  t he  v i r t u e s  
o f  t o l e r a n c e , l i g h t - h e a r t e d n e s s ,  f l o u t i n g  o f  
l i f e ' s  a b s u r d i t i e s  and t he  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  c h e e r ,  
a l l  q u a l i t i e s  admired  by San F r a n c i s c a n s ;  and
WHEREAS
The Wodehouse S o c i e t y  i s  an agg l ome r a t e  o f  p e r s o n s  
o f  a l l  ages ,  r a c e s  and c r e e d s  who s har e  a common
bond o f  a d m i r a t i o n  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  P. G. 
Wodehouse; and
WHEREAS
t he  S o c i e t y  s t r i v e s  to keep  the l i t e r a r y  works  o f  
P. G. Wodehouse f r e s h  in the  p u b l i c  mind by  
e n c o u r a g i n g  young r e a d e r s  to read them,  c o n f i r me d  
r e a d e r s  to c o n t i n u e  r e a d i n g  them,  p u b l i s h e r s  to 
p u b l i s h  them,  b o o k s e l l e r s  to s u p p l y  them and 
l i b r a r i e s  to l end them; and
WHEREAS
t he  4 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  The Wodehouse  
S o c i e t y  w i l l  be h e l d  Augus t  14 t h ,  15 t h ,  and 16th
at  t he  C a n t e r b u r y  Hote l  in San F r a n c i s c o ;  now
THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED t ha t  I ,  Dianne
F e i n s t e i n ,  Mayor o f  t he  C i t y  and County  o f  San 
F r a n c i s c o ,  do honor  t h i s  m a s t e r  o f  g e n t l e  s a t i r e  
and s p a r k l i n g  good humor by d e c l a r i n g  S a t u r d a y ,  
Augus t  15 t h ,  1987,  to be P. G. Wodehouse Day in
San F r a n c i s c o ,  and do encourage  a l l  to c o n t i n u e  to 
e n j o y  t he  r i c h  d e l i g h t s  o f  the  g r e a t  h u m o r i s t .

| S  i gned\ Dianne F e i n s t e i n  

Mayor

| S e a  I |
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4 th  Intern atio n a l C on ven tion  o f
In  C elebration  o f  the L i fe  a n d  W ork o f

P. 6 . Wcdehcuse
The

Wcdehcuse
Jcciety

W e l c o m e

M s. F lo ren ce  C u n n ing h a m  

P resid en t , The Wodehouse Society

D i n n e r

P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  P r i z e s  

D a r t s  T ou rn am ent  

B est C ostum e  

Special P r ic e s

T r i b u t e  t o  C a p t .  B i l l  B l o o d  

Presentation by M r . D o u g  Sto w , S .F .  C hapter  

to the fo u n d e r  o f  the Wodehouse Society

T h e  W o d e h o u s e  L e g a c y  

O p p o rtu n ity  f o r  W odehouse f a n s  to read  

a fa v o r ite  passage f r o m  one o f  P lu m ’ s works ; 

to share a quotationf to m ake a  toast o r  

m ake a person al observation

F e a t u r e d  S p e a k e r  

M r . A l e x  H em m in g

upcom ing president o f  the “ O ld  A U e y n ia n s ”  

the a lu m n i organization  o f  D u lw ic h  College, 

the school attended by P .  G . Wodehouse

C a n t e r b u r y  H o t e l , E n g u s h  R oo m  

Sa n  F r a n c is c o , C a l if o r n ia  
A u g u s t  15 ,  19 8 7

F a r e w e l l
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AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT

OF THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE WODEHOUSE SOCIETY

Our Covent  ion opened at  7:00 pm, F r i d a y ,  Augus t  14 t h ,  
1987,  w i t h  a ' drop  in,  g e t  a c q u a i n t e d '  g a t h e r i n g  in S u i t e  
901,  C a n t e r b u r y  H o t e l ,  in downtown San F r a n c i s c o ,  where  
names on a membershi p  l i s t  m a g i c a l l y  became s m i l i n g ,  
c o n g e n i a l  p e o p l e .

S a t u r d a y  s t a r t e d  w i t h  b r e a k f a s t  in t he  E n g l i s h  Room,  
t hen  on to t he  program f o r  the  day .  We were g r e e t e d  by our  
P r e s i d e n t ,  F l o r e n c e  Cunnungham, o f  Ken t ,  Wash i ng t on ,  who 
c a l l e d  t he  m e e t i n g  to o r d e r .  Rhoda Rob i ns on  t hen  read  
Mayor F e i n s t e i n ' s  P r o c l a m a t i o n  [ s ee  p.  C - l ] ,  a f t e r  which  
Jeremy Thompson,  MD [who s t a r t e d  a P. G. Wodehouse S o c i e t y  
two y e a r s  b e f o r e  we i n i t i a t e d  o u r s ] ,  d e l i v e r e d  an a d d r e s s  
whi ch  s e t  a k e y n o t e  o f  good humor f o r  t he  day .

Our p r e s i d e n t  [as  p r e s i d e n t s  are  a d d i c t e d  to d o i n g ]  
rapped the  g a v e l ,  and the  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  began.  Mary 
Blood , our  F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  t he  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  
read the  a b b r e v i a t e d  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t , t he  b a l a n c e  as o f  
15 Augus t  b e i n g  $2,  236.1  7; be c ause  o f  t h i s  huge sum in t he  
Wodehouse S o c i e t y  Fund,  t he  d e c i s i o n  was made to ke ep  dues  
at  t he  c u r r e n t  l e v e l .  No changes  were made in r e g u l a t o r y  
p o l i c i e s .  These  members were e l e c t e d  f o r  2 - y e a r  t erms:

P r e s i d e n t  -  B i l l  Bl ood  /  Vi ce  P r e s i d e n t  and H i s t o r i a n  -  
Phi l  A y r e s  /  F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  -  Ka t y  K i l g o r e  /  PLUM 
LINES E d i t o r  and P u b l i s h e r  - Edward R a t e l  i f f e  /  A s s i s t a n t  
to t he  E d i t o r  and P u b l i s h e r  -  Hel en  R a t c l i f f e .

Then Jan Kaufman gave  an i l l u s t r a t e d  t a l k  on 'Dudes,  
Drones ,  and D i r a c q s , '  r e v e a l i n g  t h a t  ' D i r a c q s '  w e r e  mot or  
c a r s ,  and e v e r y b o d y  knew who the  Drones  were ,  but  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  where  t he  Dudes came i n .  Len Lawson d i s c u s s e d  [ w i t h  
s l i d e s  and d i s p l a y s ]  'The Many Faces  o f  J e e v e s , '  b e i n g  a 
r e v i e w  o f  P l u m ' s  book and magaz i ne  i l l u s t r a t o r s  o v e r  h i s  
l ong w r i t i n g  c a r e e r .  As Dr.  Bob Hal l
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AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT ( C o n t i n u e d

was u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t he  Co n v e n t i o n ,  h i s  ' Wodehouse ' s  
London '  s l i d e s  were  shown and c a p a b l y  n a r r a t e d  by Doug S t ow  
[who a l s o  p r i n t e d  t he  program and t he  s o u v e n i r  b o o k l e t  o f  
Mayor F e i n s t e i n ' s  P r o c l a m a t i o n  on h i s  h a n d - p r e s s ] .

A f t e r  l unch ,  P h i l  A y r e s  showed s l i d e s  t a k e n  on a t r i p  
to Eng l and ,  'On t he  Road in Se ar ch  o f  Wodehous e . '  Dr.  
Dani e l  G a r r i s o n ,  o f  N o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  s pok e  on 
' P l u m ' s  Roman Comedy,  showing  t ha t  t he  Greco-Roman
t h e a t r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  and p l o t s  may have  i n f l u e n c e d  P l u m' s  
w r i t i n g .  Then '. ! t he  Dar t s  Tournament ,  n e e d i n g  o n l y  a pub 
background  to l end  a u t h e n t i c i t y .

At  s i x  o ' c l o c k ,  aga i n  in S u i t e  901,  our  f i r s t  g l i m p s e  
o f  c o s t u me s  and c os t umed .  F l o r e n c e  Cunningham,  s t u n n i n g  as
D o l l y  M o l l o y ,  and Jeremy Thompson a u t h e n t i c a l l y  
i m p e r s o n a t i n g  Uk r i dge ,  won p r i z e s  at  t he  b a n q u e t ,  a l ong  
w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  w e l l - c l a d  Plummies .  Whi l e  no J e e v e s e s  
were s e e n ,  a Meadowes b u t l e d  t h r oughou t  t he  a f f a i r .

The Banque t ,  aga i n  in t he  E n g l i s h  Room, brought  
t o g e t h e r  t he  l a r g e s t  (and s u r e l y  one o f  t he  mos t  c o n g e n i a l )  
gr oups  o f  Plummies  ( 5 8 ! )  e v e r  a s s embl e d  in any one s po t  at  
any t i me .

A f i n e  d i n n e r  was t opped by an a d d r e s s  by our  f e a t u r e d  
s p e a k e r ,  Mr A l e x  Hemming,  o f  London,  b r o t h e r  o f  Bryan  
Hemming,  TWS. Due to become p r e s i d e n t  o f  t he  'Old
A l l e y n i a n s , '  t he  Alumni  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Dulwich C o l l e g e ,  
Pl u m' s  Alma Mater ,  he spoke  o f  t he  f o u n d i n g  and h i s t o r y  o f  
t ha t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ,  and o f  t he  i n t e r e s t  o f  i t s  s t u d e n t s  in 
Plum and o t h e r  f amous  g r a d u a t e s .

On Sunday  Morning,  a 'no h o s t '  brunch  was s e r v e d  in 
t he  Greenhouse  R e s t a u r a n t  w i t h i n  t he  C a n t e r b u r y  H o t e l .  Many 
Plummies  made t h e i r  au r e v o i r s  to o l d . . . a n d  n e w . . . f r i e n d s ; 
and t hus  t he  C o n v e n t i o n  ended.

THANKS to F l o r e n c e  Cunningham,  now P r e s i d e n t  
- E m e r i t u s ,  f o r  s e r v i c e  w e l l  r e n d e r e d ;  to P a u l i n e  B l anc ,  
f o u n d e r  o f  t he  San F r a n c i s c o  Chapt e r  and chai rman o f  the  
Co n v e n t i o n  P l a n n i n g  Commi t t ee;  to Carl  W e l l s ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
our  San F r a n c i s c o  Chap t e r ,  and compe t en t  Emcee t h r oughou t  
our  Co n v e n t i o n ;  AND to t he  members o f  t he  San F r a n c i s c o  
and Los A n g e l e s  C h a p t e r s ,  who worked t o g e t h e r  to make t h i s  
C o n v e n t i o n  p o s s i b l e .
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